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The Most Happening Fella

Hollywood loves Brett Ratner. At 37 he’s directed seven movies
(Rush Hour, X-Men: The Last Stand), which collectively have grossed more than
a billion dollars, and he’s made fans of everyone from
Robert Evans to Brian Grazer to Russell Simmons. Now he wants respect

here’s a party at Brett Ratner's

house. Not downstairs, in the

disco, where producer Allan

Carr (Grease) built a gold

lame playpen for 70s Holly-

wood, and Paris Hilton and

Lindsay Lohan have lately

been known to play, but upstairs, in the liv-

ing room, where Ingrid Bergman once cast

her loveliness at a visiting director, Roberto

Rossellini, before he stole her away from her

husband, Petter Lindstrém, a brain surgeon.

Wait a minute. There’s Dino De Lau-

rentiis. Dino De Laurentiis? Who made La
Strada? What's he doing here?

The elegant Italian producer smiles when

asked what made him hire Brett Ratner to

direct his Hannibal Lecter prequel. Red Drag-
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on (2002), “Nobody wants to win more than
Brett Ratner,” he says.

Ratner, robust and shaggy, shvirzing
slightly in crisp. blue Armani, still seems
excited by this proximity to one of his idols.
“When they hired me for Red Dragon,” he
says, “Stacey Snider, the chairman of Uni-
versal, says, “You have to meet Dino De
Laurentiis.” | said, *Oh shit! This guy made
Fellini movies! He's been making movies
longer than [ been alive!” I went to see
him, first thing he says is"—heavy accent
**Who are you? Why do they like you? You
tell me now!"™

De Laurentiis gives a shrug. “About a half

an hour later. [ said he could do it—I like the
guy. He's a son of a bitch, but you know, a
director must be a son of a bitch, too.

“In my opinion,” he says, after Ratner
hurries off to greet his other illustrious
guests, “in another two, three years, he'll do
an important movie.”

"~ n Hollywood. Brett Ratner is known
for many things: first and foremost, for
being one of the most bankable direc-
tors in the industry. His feature films—only
seven of them, including Rush Hour and
Rush Hour 2, the wildly popular buddy ac-
tion comedies with Chris Tucker and Jackie
Chan—have grossed well over a billion dol-
lars. Yes, a billion dollars, which has earned
Ratner a $7.5-million-per-picture payday.
And he’s only 37.

His last movie, X-Men: The Last Stand
(2006), the operatic third installment in the
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